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UNIT SUMMARY 
   

 

This unit considers the events that led to the forming of a new American nation on the North American 

continent.  To begin, the unit will investigate the events that paved the way for the road to revolution 

among the British colonists.  Trouble on the frontier between rival Britain and France will lead to an 

inquiry of the French and Indian War.  Furthermore, exploration of colonial discontent and resistance will 

be analyzed from the first protests to rebellion.  Additionally, the beginning of the American Revolution 

will consider some of the primary events and battles.  The unit continues to study the American 

Revolution and seeks to discover how and why the nation declared independence, explain how George 

Washington changed the course of the war during a critical time, the widening of the war and the impact 

on civilian life, and the conclusion of the war with the Treaty of Paris.  The unit goes on to observe the 

events that led to the creation of the Constitution by inspecting the issues inherent in the Articles of 

Confederation and governing the new nation, the Constitutional Convention and debates and 

compromises that led to the development of the Constitution, the issues between the Federalists and 

Anti-Federalists, and the Bill of Rights and its protections.  Lastly, the unit will conclude with a civics 

based chapter on the ideas, structure, and principles of the Constitution; how the Federal Governement 

amends the constitution, the powers of states and local governments, and the rights and responsibilities 

of citizenship. 

   

    

 

UNIT RESOURCES    

 

Printed Materials:  

Documents: 

Declaration of Independence 

Constitution of the United States 

United States Bill of Rights 

The Articles of Confederation 

The Federalist Papers 

   



Common Sense (Thomas Paine) 

First State of the Union Address (George Washington -- 1790) 

The Proclamation of Neutrality (1793) 

Farewell Address of President George Washington (1796) 

Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death (Patrick Henry -- March 23, 1775) 

Fugitive Slave Law of 1793 

The Works of Benjamin Franklin 

 

Resources:  

Videos/DVDs: 

1776 

The Patriot 

Last of the Mohicans 

The Revolution (History Channel) 

Founding Fathers (History Channel) 

Washington the Warrior (History Channel) 

Benedict Arnold: A Question of Honor (History Channel) 

Paul Revere the Midnight Rider (History Channel) 

Patrick Henry: The Voice of Liberty (History Channel) 

American History Series: Ben Franklin (History Channel) 

The Crossing (A&E) 

Songs/Music: 

Yankee Doodle (1775) 

Johnny's Gone for a Soldier (1776) 

   

http://ubdexchange.ascd.org/ushistory/henry.shtml


 

Internet Resource Links: 

  http://www.law.ou.edu/hist/ 

  http://http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/frin.htm 

  http://libertyonline.hypermall.com/declaration.html 

  http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution.html 

  http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/16-history/251-american-revolution.html 

   

    
    

STAGE ONE 
   

    

  GOALS AND STANDARDS    

 

Standard State: NJ 

6.1.8.A.2.b. Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the impact of 

these early structures on the evolution of American politics and institutions.  

6.1.8.A.2.c. Explain how race, gender, and status affected social, economic, and political opportunities 

during Colonial times.  

6.1.8.A.3. Civics, Government, and Human Rights  

6.1.8.A.3.a. Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the extent to which 

they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans during this time period.  

6.1.8.A.3.b. Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of 

the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, 

and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows for growth and change over time.  

6.1.8.A.3.c. Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the Constitution 

and Bill of Rights.  

6.1.8.A.3.d. Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the UNITED STATES Constitution in 

terms of the decision-making powers of national government.  

6.1.8.A.3.e. Determine why the Alien and Sedition Acts were enacted and whether they undermined civil 

liberties.  

6.1.8.A.3.f. Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing perspectives 

regarding the role and power of federal government.  

6.1.8.A.3.g. Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues.  

6.1.8.B.3.b. Determine the extent to which the geography of the United States influenced the debate on 

representation in Congress and federalism by examining the New Jersey and Virginia plans.  

6.1.8.B.3.c. Use maps and other geographic tools to evaluate the impact of geography on the execution 

and outcome of the American Revolutionary War.  

6.1.8.B.3.d. Explain why New Jersey's location played an integral role in the American Revolution.  

6.1.8.C.3.a. Explain how taxes and government regulation can affect economic opportunities, and assess 

the impact of these on relations between Britain and its North American colonies.  

6.1.8.D.3. History, Culture, and Perspectives  

6.1.8.D.3.a. Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in British policies toward 

American colonies, and responses by various groups and individuals in the North American colonies led to 

the American Revolution.  

6.1.8.D.3.b. Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key principles evolved 

to become unifying ideas of American democracy.  

   

http://www.law.ou.edu/hist/
http://http/www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/frin.htm
http://libertyonline.hypermall.com/declaration.html
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution.html
http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/16-history/251-american-revolution.html


6.1.8.D.3.e. Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural farmers, 

urban craftsmen, northern merchants, and southern planters), African Americans, Native Americans, and 

women during the American Revolution, and determine how these groups were impacted by the war.  

6.1.8.D.3.f. Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected United 

States relations with Native Americans and with European powers that had territories in North America.  

6.1.8.D.3.g. Evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early administrations of the 

national government met the goals established in the Preamble of the Constitution.  

6.1.8.A.4. Civics, Government, and Human Rights  

      

    

 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS     

 

The fight for independence from Britain established the United States as the first modern country 

founded on democratic principles.   

The negotiations over the status of enslaved Africans during the drafting of the Constitution laid the 

groundwork for the American Civil War nearly 90 years later.  

Unresolved tensions between statements of freedom and legal enslavement were exacerbated as the new 

country grew and admitted more states.  

The Constitution remains our governing document today.  

   

    

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS     

 

How did the colonists break away from Britain and create a republican form of government?  How did the 

relatinship between Britain and the colonies fall apart?  How did the American colonists gain their 

independence?  What role did economics play in dividing the colonists from Britain?  How did the United 

States Constitution overcome the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation and provide for the 

organization of the new government?  How did the Constitution create a strong government with roots in 

history that allowed for change and met the needs of the people?  

   

    

 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS    

 

Knowledge: 

 SWK how the British gained French territory in North America. 

 SWK how the French and Indian War drew colonists closer together and increased friction with 

Britain. 

 SWK how the British tax policies moved the colonists closer to rebellion. 

 SWK how the American Revolution began. 

 SWK why many colonists favored independence. 

 SWK how the early years of the American Revolution were a critical time. 

 SWK how the effects of the American Revolution widened. 

 SWK how the Americans won the war and made peace. 

 SWK the major successes and failures of the government under the Articles of Confederation. 

   



 SWK the role of compromise in creating the United States Constitution. 

 SWK how the Constitution was ratified. 

Skills: 

 SWBAT formulate questions 

 SWBAT compare maps 

 SWBAT analyze cause and effect 

 SWBAT draw inferences and conclusions 

 SWBAT analyze word parts 

 SWBAT analyze propositions and support 

    
STAGE TWO 

   
    

 PERFORMANCE TASKS     

 

Title: The Road to Revolution 

Suggested units of measurement: 

Chapter test 

Section I quiz (Trouble on the Frontier) 

Section II quiz (The Colnists Resist Tighter Control) 

Section III quiz (From Protest to Rebellion) 

Section IV quiz (The War Begins) 

Research papers 

Internet-based research projects 

DBQs 

 

 

  Title: The American Revolution 

Suggested units of measurement: 

Chapter test 

   



Section I quiz (A nation Declares Independance) 

Section II quiz (Critical Time) 

Section III quiz (The War Widens) 

Section IV quiz (Winning Independance) 

Research papers 

Internet-based research projects 

DBQs 

 

 

  Title: Creating the Constitution 

Suggested units of measurement: 

Chapter test 

Section I quiz (Governing a New Nation) 

Section II quiz (The Constitutional Convention) 

Section III quiz (Debating the Constitution) 

Research papers 

Internet-based research projects 

DBQs 

 

 

  Title: Launching a New Nation 

Suggested units of measurement: 

Chapter test 

Section I quiz (Washington Takes Office) 

Section II quiz (The Birth of Political Parties) 



Section III quiz (Troubles at Home and Abroad) 

Section IV quiz (The Presidency of John Adams) 

Research papers 

Internet-based research projects 

DBQs 

 

 

  Title: Citizenship Handbook 

Suggested units of measurement: 

Chapter test 

Section I quiz (Parts 1-3) 

Section II quiz (Parts 4-8) 

Section III quiz (Parts 9-10) 

Section IV quiz (France and the Netherlands in North America 

Research papers 

Internet-based research projects 

DBQs 

 

 

  Title: The Era of Thomas Jefferson 

Suggested units of measurement: 

Chapter test 

Section I quiz (Jefferson Takes Office) 

Section II quiz (The Louisiana Purchase) 

Section III quiz (A Time of Conflict) 



Section IV quiz (The War of 1812) 

Research papers 

Internet-based research projects 

DBQs 

 

 

   

    

 OTHER EVIDENCE    

 

Self assessments 

Peer review 

Tests 

Quizzes  

Portfolios 

Persuasive Essay:  Imagine that you are George Washington just after the American Revolution. You 

have to choose an ally from among the following countries; Spain, France, or Great Britain.  Who would 

you choose and why?  Write a letter to John Adams, the President of the Senate, persuading him of your 

choice. 

   

    
STAGE THREE 

   
    

 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES     

 

Recommended Field Trips:  Field Trip to Constitution Center and Liberty Bell in 

Philadelphia.  Washington's Crossing 

Suggested: 

Interactive Reading, discussion and notetaking 

Cooperative Learning activities 

French and Indian War Powerpoint. 

   



Create a map to show how colonies and surrounding territories looked during the period. 

 Write a newspaper story on one of the major incidents (Boston Tea Party, Boston Massacre, etc.) leading 

up to the Revolutionary Ward (Word) 

Create timeline for for unit. 

Act out/perform skit about what life may have been like for a family forced to quarter a member of the 

British army. 

First-person essay on what your life would be like if you lived in this time period (Word). 

Compare and contrast the geographical regions of the colonies/U.S. during this period. 

Graph/chart population growth in the colonies during this period. 

Graphic Organizer Inspiration -- Link the chain of events the led to the signing of the Declaration of 

Independance. 

Access Database -- Revolutionary War battles. 

Create a "Wanted Poster" for a Revolutionary War figure (Word). 
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